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The Prophetic principles of justice during war are fully consistent with International Humanitarian 
Law, incl. the Geneva Conventions 

A better state of peace was the overarching aim

Humane and moral conduct was demanded at all times
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 Distributive Justice (determining who gets what)

 Procedural Justice (determining by a formal and recognized method or principle how people are 
treated fairly)

 Retributive Justice (allocating fair and proportionate punishment for wrong-doing) 

 Restorative Justice (which maintain or tries to restore relationships between peoples or communities 
to "rightness")
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570  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was born in Mecca

610  Muḥammad received his first divine revelation

613  Muḥammad began his public ministry

622  (September) The Hijra: Muḥammad emigrated to Medina

623  (March) Raiding commencing

624  (March 15) Battle of Badr    

624  (April) Islamic siege of the Banū Qaynuqāʿ 

625  (March 23) Battle of Uḥud    

625  (August) Islamic siege of the Banū al-Naḍīr

627  (April) Battle of the Trench    

627  (May) Islamic siege of the Banū Qurayẓa
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Thank you
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This document was a written agreement between Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم and “the believers and Muslims 
of Quraysh and Yathrib” (here meaning the Muhājirūn and the Anṣār); with clauses pertaining to 
the Jews in Medina

According to the text of the document found in Ibn Hishām, Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم now saw these groups 
as “a single community to the exclusion of other people” ( الناسدونمنواحدةامۃانھم ”)
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Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم 



“One Ummah”

Prophetصلى الله عليه وسلم 



“And those who follow us among the Jews will have help and equality. Neither shall they be 
oppressed nor will any help be given against them. 

…for the Jews is their religion, and for the Muslims is theirs.”
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570  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was born in Mecca

610  Muḥammad received his first divine revelation

613  Muḥammad began his public ministry

622  (September) The Hijra: Muḥammad emigrated to Medina

623  (March) Raiding commencing

624  (March 15) Battle of Badr    

624  (April) Islamic siege of the Banū Qaynuqāʿ 

625  (March 23) Battle of Uḥud    

625  (August) Islamic siege of the Banū al-Naḍīr

627  (April) Battle of the Trench    

627  (May) Islamic siege of the Banū Qurayẓa
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International Military Tribunals at Nuremberg and Tokyo 1945-1946
12 subsequent US military trials 1946-1949
International Criminal Tribunals for both Yugoslavia and Rwanda
32 cases so far at the International Criminal Court
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628  (March) Treaty of al-Ḥudaybiyya   

628  (May) Conquest of Khaybar    

629  (September) Battle of Muʾta    

630  (January) Conquest of Mecca    

630  (January-February) Battle of Ḥunayn   

630  (January-February) Battle of Ṭāʾif   

630  (October-December) The Tabūk Campaign  

632  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم died in Medina
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50% of Khaybar’s cash crops had been promised to the B. Ghatafan

Prophet accepted this from Khaybar (no expulsions or other punishments)

Subsequent treaties established with other nearby Jewish towns and cities
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628  (March) Treaty of al-Ḥudaybiyya   

628  (May) Conquest of Khaybar    

629  (September) Battle of Muʾta    

630  (January) Conquest of Mecca    

630  (January-February) Battle of Ḥunayn   

630  (January-February) Battle of Ṭāʾif   

630  (October-December) The Tabūk Campaign  

632  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم died in Medina
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The Khums         (1/5 of the total Ghanima, or booty) 

1/5 For the Prophet’s own discretionary use (a 1/5 of 1/5, or only 4% of the overall amount) 
1/5 For his family and relatives
1/5 For orphans
1/5 For the poor
1/5 For travellers



Seventh Century Arabia

 Tribal, competitive and continuously war-filled land with no overarching or centralized law

 War was the norm between peoples; not peace as it is now

 Enemy tribes continually infringed upon each other’s space and resources, especially 
grazing areas and watering holes

 They undertook raids to capture each other’s herds and routinely intercepted each other’s 
trade caravans



Sarāya         (singular = Sariyyah) Missions sent out by Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم          = Either 53 or 56
Ghazawāt   (singular = Ghazwah)     Missions led by Muhammad 27 =    صلى الله عليه وسلم





622  (September) The Hijra: Muḥammad emigrated to Medina 

624  (March 15) Battle of Badr   14 Muslim deaths from 313 Muslims  

624  (April) Islamic siege of the Banū Qaynuqāʿ 

625  (March 23) Battle of Uḥud   70 Muslim deaths from 700 Muslims  

625  (August) Islamic siege of the Banū al-Naḍīr

627  (April) Battle of the Trench   6 Muslim deaths from 3,000 Muslims  

627  (May) Islamic siege of the Banū Qurayẓa

628  (March) Treaty of al-Ḥudaybiyya   

628  (May) Conquest of Khaybar   15 Muslim deaths from 1,600   

629  (September) Battle of Muʾta   12 Muslim deaths from 3,000  

630  (January) Conquest of Mecca   

630  (January-February) Battle of Ḥunayn  4 Muslim deaths from 12,000   

630  (January-February) Battle of Ṭāʾif   

631  (October-December) The Tabūk Campaign  
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 Killed in all battles:

  216 Enemies
  138 Muslims
  354 Total

  Thus:

 Only 2 enemy soldiers died per month throughout ten years

 Only 1 Muslim soldier died each month throughout ten years





“If anyone kills a person, unless it is for murder or fasad in the land, it is as though he has killed 
all of humanity. And whoever saves a life, it is as though he has saved all of humanity.”

— Surah 5 al-Ma’idah 32 (revealed in 7 AH)



Just Cause

 Self-defence
 Pre-emption against evident threat
 End of religious oppression
 Opposition to evil 

Right Intention

 The Pursuit of Peace
 Absence of greed
 Absence of hatred 
 Forgiveness where possible



Last Resort

After attempts at diplomacy have failed

Restraint

Immediate cessation of violence if the opponent stops



 “But if they cease, Allah is Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah 
and [until] worship is for Allah. And if they desist, then know that hostility can only be directed 
against the oppressors.”

 — Surah al-Baqarah 2:192-193

http://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=2&verse=192#(2:192:1)
http://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=2&verse=193#(2:193:1)


Discrimination

 Women, children, elderly and all non-combatants not to be harmed, and nor are their 
houses and possessions

 Prisoners and wounded to be treated with respect and humanity



“Oh people! Stop, and I will tell you ten things. 
Do not be treacherous. 
Do not steal from the booty.
Do not engage in backstabbing. 
Do not mutilate.
Do not kill a youngster or an old person, or a woman. 
Do not cut off the heads of the palm-trees or burn them.
Do not cut down the fruit trees.
Do not slaughter a sheep or cow or camel except for food. 
When you pass by people who devote their lives in cloisters, leave them and their 
devotions alone. 
When people offer you all sorts of food, eat it, but mention the name of Allah over it.”

 — Abu Bakr al-Sadeeq r.a. to the army heading north to Syria under Yazid ibn Abu Sufyan, in 
Al- Tabari, Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk and Al-Muwatta Iman Malik ibn Anas 
 



Thank you



The Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم instructions to the army he dispatched to Mu’ta in 629 CE:

“Attack in the name of Allah and fight His enemy and yours in Al-Sham. You will encounter men 
secluded in monasteries, withdrawn from others. Do not attack them. You will find other people 
seeking out Satan and sin. Draw your swords against them. Do not kill a woman or a young child, 
or the old and infirm. Do not destroy the date palm, cut down trees, or destroy a dwelling.”

― Al-Waqidi, Kitab al-Maghazi; Ibn Hisham, Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyya.





 “But if they cease, Allah is Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah 
and [until] worship is for Allah. And if they desist, then know that hostility can only be directed 
against the oppressors.”

 — Surah al-Baqarah 2:192-193

http://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=2&verse=192#(2:192:1)
http://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=2&verse=193#(2:193:1)


“And if they [the enemy] inclines to peace, incline to it also, and put your trust in Allah. Surely He is the 
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”

— Surah al-Anfal 8:61

http://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=8&verse=61#(8:61:1)


فمََنِ اعْتدََىٰ عَلیَْكُمْ فاَعْتدَُوا عَلیَْھِ بِمِثلِْ مَا اعْتدََىٰ عَلیَْكُمْ 

“If any one transgresses against you, you also may retaliate against them to an equal extent.”

— Surah al-Baqarah 2:194
 

Proportionality



570  Muḥammad صلى الله عليه وسلم was born in Mecca

610  Muḥammad received his first divine revelation

613  Muḥammad began his public ministry

622  (September) The Hijra: Muḥammad emigrated to Medina

623  (March) Raiding commencing

624  (March 15) Battle of Badr    

624  (April) Islamic siege of the Banū Qaynuqāʿ 

625  (March 23) Battle of Uḥud    

625  (August) Islamic siege of the Banū al-Naḍīr

627  (April) Battle of the Trench    

627  (May) Islamic siege of the Banū Qurayẓa
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“Oh people! Stop, and I will tell you ten things. 
Do not be treacherous. 
Do not steal from the booty.
Do not engage in backstabbing. 
Do not mutilate.
Do not kill a youngster or an old person, or a woman. 
Do not cut off the heads of the palm-trees or burn them.
Do not cut down the fruit trees.
Do not slaughter a sheep or cow or camel except for food. 
When you pass by people who devote their lives in cloisters, leave them and their 
devotions alone. 
When people offer you all sorts of food, eat it, but mention the name of Allah over it.”

Abu Bakr

— Al-Tabari, Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk and Al-Muwatta Iman Malik ibn Anas 
 



فمََنِ اعْتدََىٰ عَلیَْكُمْ فاَعْتدَُوا عَلیَْھِ بِمِثلِْ مَا اعْتدََىٰ عَلیَْكُمْ 

“If any one transgresses against you, you also may retaliate against them to an equal extent.”

— Surah al-Baqarah 2:194
 

Proportionality



“If anyone kills a person, unless it is for murder or fasad in the land, it is as though he has killed all 
of humanity. And whoever saves a life, it is as though he has saved all of humanity.”

— Surah 5 al-Ma’idah 32 (revealed in 7 AH)



Just Cause

 Self-defence
 Pre-emption against evident threat
 End of religious oppression
 Opposition to evil 

Right Intention

 The Pursuit of Peace
 Absence of greed
 Absence of hatred 
 Forgiveness where possible



















ثنَاَ ثنَاَیوُنسَُ،بْنُ أحَْمَدُ حَدَّ ِ عَبْدُ أخَْبرََناَالْمَاجِشُونُ،الْعزَِیزِ عَبْدُ حَدَّ ِ عَبْدِ عَنْ دِیناَرٍ،بْنُ االلَّ ِ نِ عَ ـعنھمااللهرضىـعُمَرَ بْنِ االلَّ اللهصلىالنَّبيِّ
."الْقِیَامَةِ یوَْمَ ظُلمَُاتٌ الظُّلْمُ "قاَلَ وسلمعلیھ

“Verily injustice (Zulm) will become darkness (Zulimat) on the Day of Judgement.”

Sahih al-Bukhari, 2447
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